*    ACCESSION    *

comfort and hope from religion, and every alleviation
which the most devoted conjugal affection could shed
over him. Even his sins seem to have poured from their
foul source pure streams of comfort in the attentions and
affection of his children. The Queen is said to have com-
plained that in the last days, after he well knew his
situation, she never was left alone with him. The
public, edified by every detail which comes to light, can
feel but one regret, which is, that the Princess Victoria
was not summoned to receive his blessing.5

But such emotion as the King's death aroused seems
scarcely to have lasted till his burial. Owing to the in-
competence of the authorities, there was much disorder
amongst the vast crowds that flocked to the Abbey.
Greville noticed people laughing and joking at the foot
of the hearse. London with its influx of visitors looked
like a town on holiday.

The incompetence shown in the funeral arrange-
ments characterised all the opening stages of the new
reign. Miss Wynn heard that the scene at the Council
'of swearing allegiance to their young Sovereign was
more like the bidding at an auction than anything else'.
There had not been a queen for a hundred and thirty
years, so that the clerks in Parliament had forgotten the
feminine forms of the Norman French, and their sove-
reign was mentioned in an epicene jargon. The question
of the form of services for the Accession was very simply
settled. It was decided to substitute She for He in the
Christological psalms. Ticklish points of etiquette were
constantly coming up. We read of one such in the Lady's
Magazine:

''The Queen's Garter Arm. The Queen in an inter-
view with the Duke of Norfolk, preparatory to the
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